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—Inguifition of Scandal ; 
Confifting in Aufwers of Queftions and Doubts, 
| Remarks, Obfervation and Reflection. 
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1705. 


, HE Society are of Opinion that An{wers 
prow difficulc, chiefly by the il) place- 
ing or wording a Queftion; and when 

a Querift asks an eines: tp sie ly he cannot 

but expeét an Anfwer equivalent to it. 

The following Letter is put down as an In- 
ftance of this, and but that’ che Society are re- 
foly’d totake itevery way, they could not hope 
togive an Anfwer to fatisfaétion, 


Gentlemen, _ 
Beg. your. Thoughts in the following Cafe: I am 
apoung Man, juft launching into the World, 
and would willingly mske choice of fuck « Perfon 
for a Wife, with whom I mipbt Rattonally expe 
$0 pfs away my-simebére with moff Eafe and Sa 
sisfattion. Ttoo Perjons-are offer'd me, equally in 
Bikth, Fortune, Beauty and Ape 3 the one very se 
Rigious, but of no Rares: for managing Domeft ick 
Cancerns ; tosber (is whas'we call) good Natur'd, 
bus every way.fiteed for OeconomicalAffairs. Now, 
Gentlemen; 1 defire so know which of the two 
molt likely ro make the. belt Wife)-and you will ve~ 
ry much oblige 
Yout Servane, 


GIES 


Here’s a Gentleman running Poft forz Wife, 
and he has two confiderable offers, according 
to his Defcription 3 one is a Pious Fool, the o- 
ther a Houfewifly Fool, and he wants to know 
which of thefe two Fyols he fhould take. 

From thefe Circumftances the Society thought 
fit to draw fome ufeful Obfervations. 

1, "Tis hard that a Man can no fooner look 
out for a Wife, but the Number of the Sex are 
now fo large, that all Men boaft of the variety 
of their Offers, 

2. The Number of thefe Offers feldom leffea 
the difficulty af choofing, but make young Men 
Nicer than Wife. 

From the prefent Circumfances of this Gen- 
tleman, they obferve, 

1. Every good Woman is not qualified to 
make a goad Wife, and every good Wife js not 
agood Woman ; the Pious, Religious Woman 
is good for nothing in her Family, and the good 
Houfewife takes care of every thing but her 
Soul. 

As to this Gentleman’s Term (Good Natur'd) 
a3 1h its literal Sénce, it is Nonfence and Can- 
tradition; Nature peing in. its Confticusion 

Corrupt, 


(12) : rien 


Corrupt, we are bound to flee to its receiv'’d 
vulgar Sence, and take itas jt is generally une 
derftood ; and here comes‘in another difficulty, 
whether we fhould underftand‘it-to mean Fool 
or W re; the Society have chofen accord- 
ing colthe Rules of Charity, and therefore taken 
the firft. : 

And then they come to his Queftior, which 
they think wrong Stated, for they fuppofe he 
means which-of the two Ladies they would Ad- 
vife him to Marry ; whereas he puts it, which 
of the two will make him the beft Wife ——= 

However, to take ic in his Sence and their 
own two, as is Noted befure, they reply, 

1. Tohis Queftion, which of the two‘wlft 
make the beft Wife ; they fay, The firft will 
make the beit Woman, the laft the bef Wife; 
the firit will do ber feit moft Service, the latcer 
him; and the Cafe {cems tu be exadlly Atary 
and Martha, asto Choice, Atzry has the dcsser 
part, but Martha was the better Houfewife. 

But if che Gentleman would take the Queftion 
the other way, viz- which the Society would 
advife him to, they anfwer direétly, neither 
OMe nor t’other- 

Not the firit, becaufe the is not fic to Govern 
or Guide hts Family, and coalequently may be 
a good Chriftian, may be a Rarity in the Clo- 
fet, buc good for nothing in the Kitchin; and 
the Woman may go to Heaven, but the Man 
will bea Beggar. 

Ios the fecond , becaufe fhe Is good far no- 
thing olfe but the Kitchin, and a am Houfe- 
Servant an{wers all her ends, as well as a Wife, 
fince he that expeéts no more of a Wife than 
to manage her Houfe, muft expe€ to have his 
Children better Fed than Taught. 

In thort, a Wife ought to be capable of every 
part of her Office, or the Defeéts will fpoil the 
Attainments » Children require Inftruction as 
well as Provifion; Examples of Piety and Pru- 
dence in the Parents, areas ufeful adjun@s to 
3 Mother, as their Nurfing and Neceflaries. 

A Mother ought to be a good Chriftian, and 
a good Houfewife ; and tho’ "tis plain which is 
beft for her felf, *cis hard pao whitha Hut 
‘band can beft fpare in a Wife, for in Defe& of 
either, his Children are il Educated, and con- 
fequently undone. 

The Querift is defired to excufe the Sdclety 
Srna a Serious Anfwer to a very light 
‘Queftion ; but as their end is Improvement, it 
muft be expeéted they will always endeavour, 


-quirer ; and indeed the Society'think they neec 


when the Letter is the Fable, to make their 
Afi{wer the Moral; and if it does no good ¢ 
the Enquirer, it may to fume body elfe. ; 


S the tollowing Letter defires a folid Aa.» 
A {wer,-we thal! endeavourto oblige the En-. 


not have been befpoke to give a Serious Anfwei 
toa Serious Queftion, when ‘tis apparently their ’ 
detign to do fo, to the lighteft things before | 
them. >| 


Hoe pvt ae Livrmiiciie, bet an a 
Have ferv'd an Apprenticefhip, but sm Zea=- 
loufl) inclin’d to profecute my Studies (Baving 
already-acquired a tolerable Knowledge of sb 

Tongues) in Order to gain thofe Facubsies, whit 
are Ejjentially requifite, to-a 4 difcharge of 
the Miniftexial Fun@ion , and take mpow mi 

the Adminiftration of tbe Sacred. Office. 

I crave, Sirs, your Sentiments, wherber thu 
my Inclination, founded, I bope, an a Zeal for 
God's Glory, and follicitous defire, inftrumemaly 
to benefit Seuds-may ce innocently Cherifh'd by me. 

A Solid Anfmer -bereunto will be very fasisfor Hl 
Gory to the Publick, and bighiy oblige | 

Your bumble Servant, | 

T. BR 

As the Office of a Minifter, is by fome Per- 
fons eigen te re thaa Fi the Prev 
rations ne ‘for it are an the fame Opinit 
on alfo of different kinds. ber | 

Some are of Opinion, that Minifters eught 
to be fet apart from all other Emphoymedt ; o+ 
thers admit them to follow-any Mechanick Calir 
ing ; fume make their Qualifications confift in 
Tongues, Study, and Human Learning, otfers 
in Sacred Illuminations, Infpixatians, &c. : 

We are not to enter here inco the Enquisy 
which of thefe are in the right, or how far the 
Extreams of either. fide are wrong; thefe may 
put the Mes porely upen Human Acquire> 
ments, and flighting that more Spiricwal Part, 
Err, in that which makes the Perfom both AGe 
Bi mae to God, and Edifying to Man; and 
this lays a Foundation for that unhappy Truth 
that fome are better Miniftess than they are 
Chriftians. 

Others rua upon the Digtates of Spirit, Hea» 
venly Gifts, &c. to Enthufiafms, Revelations, 
and Lord knows what Extreams, flighting the 
wwtward means of Brudition and Inftruétion; 


thefe 


Men} atume tne Jaltrudions of others when 
hey defpife being Taught themfeives, and 
ample on their own Dotirine, while afirming 
te are all to be Taught of God; and that Hu- 
nan Inftrwétion js ufelefs in the maoner they 
er ay Ae < “fo Spey need to he 
aught by them, than they- by theic School- 
Mafters, and fo 2 obee Inktroftion and Tem- 
‘poral, are difmifs’d‘together. 

As to the Cafe in hand, firft, Sir, ie feems 
‘you have ferv’d an Apprenticellip, we fuppoje 
ee fone Trudéy and now you defign to be a Mi- 
_niffer. 
_ Weare not to Examine of what fort, and we 
are beft pleafed that you have not diftingwith- 
ed itin your Letter, fince in the prefent Cale 
‘there is no difference at all. 
__As to your Apprenticefhip; you are to look 
“wpon it as fo much Time entirely loft, abating 
any Improvement your Propentity to Study 
“may have made for you. 
If your Motion te the Office of a Minifler be 
“from a Pure Principle of Zeal to God’s Glory, 
as you of it is, you Certainly begin at the Right 
end, and wi:hout doubt the Inclinations may 
be Cherifh’d, becaufe shofe Defigns being fame 
of the Principal ends, for which we were all 
-brovght into the World; and efpecially being 
“the beft Ufe can be made of efthet Natural or 
‘Acquir’d Parts; the Means ate Sanétified by 
the end, and it cannot be Evil to do, or defign 


what is in itsown Nature, and all its tendency you 


‘ood. 

7 Nor will any Church in the World abpeé& 
your having been otherwife evtred in theWorld, 
Confecration from the Youth being no,more 
requifite to the Minifterlal Funétion, than Con- 
fecration from the Womb. ‘The Roman Church 
admits any Man, of what Profeffion foever, Ce- 
libacy always provided, tolay afide his Employ- 
“ment and take the Habit, and after fuch, and 
fuch a Courfe of Study, never refufe him their 
Ordination. The Church of England is full of 
Taftances of the faine ; the difference lies among, 
thofe that. would admit of Lay-Preachers as 
fuch, and allow Men to ferve the Altar, and 
ferve Tables both together, according to Hu- 
dibras of the Cobler of New-England, 

Of this the Prefent Cafe is no part; if there- 
fore you have an Inclination trom a Serious and 
Sincere defign for God’s Glory and the good of 
Souls, to fev your {elf apart for the Office of a 
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pefe get to be Chriftians before they learn to 


EE 


Minifter, and to Qualify your felf apart 
performing it fui eee needful plesk 
We declare no Reafons appear to dilcourage 
you in the Attempt, the. defign is good, the 
Employment moft tHanourable, atid no Chrifli- 
an Church in the World will refalé i-. 


3 Bi Paper ougiit to give a due liberty: to 
QZ all farts of Pedples and becaule thefe 
that are Angry, as wel! as thofe that are Pleay’d, 
fhall have Juftice, “An Exceeding Angry, - ce- 
vith Gentleman, who has fentseveral L-tters 
by the Puft, to the Society, fhall fee that they 
are Content to be ill ufed, and the World thail 
judge of the Fa&;. his own obliging Letzer. di- 
rected to Mre Aarshews’s being able co Speak | 
for it. Another is as fullows. 


June 14. 1405. 
Stupid John, oe 
de Jou a fiupid Dog to receive all shefe 
A etters, and so uphold fuch-a pack of’ Scau- 
dalous Rifcals shat breed Fedtians, and encourag 
Parties among the People? Amd trouble the World 
with a damn’d pack of Nonfemce, about Marder, 
and J don’y know what my felf, and pretend 30 
do all this for the good of the Publick, Peace of 
the Nation, Unity of the People, Concord of Chrie- 
ftianity, and she Lord knows what, D.n’t you 
think People will trouble. you sith as much Non- 
fence as you.do them, by G—d I will, and make 
you pay for’e t00, as I do for yours, for 1B jemd 
3 Hundred fuch Letters gs shefe, fometimes 
youl receive, morking but 4 Superfeription, and 
fomerimes what you would mot willingly bear —— 
1 can write Nonfence as mell as you to the Life, 
‘Therefere let the Stupid, Idle Society: refolve. me 
this. Gueflion among others, When they defigh 
to have dane Writing —— And that will be uw 
great deck move acceptable 10 Publick Ears, shan 
to chat about a Fellows Marriage, and conjuls bis 
Abiligies, and my A—fe iz 2 Bandbox———m 
and be fo uery [mart upon my Stupid: Afs, John 
Tutchiny thas damn’d Fellow Scribler of yours—. 
Sir, you needins fend any Lessers to me, for you 
know you cat find me; but if you have any 
ring 10 fay for your felf, put °s in the Review, 
ar direc for me at Mount Parnaflus, or to be Jefe 
at the Heliconian Waters aus fupes Pindo — 
oer you pleafes J am-yours, and atways 
wi &e 


P.S. Your 


bets Doles) i aoe $2 


P. S. rour Little Review is as full 4s amEge 
but fui! of Nowfence, worbing elfe, don’t miftake 
me Mer, nue sis 


This Excellent Bpiftle being read, the So- 
ciety, upon Mature Contideracion, refolv’d to 
do che Author Jultice, and fo Voted thac it re- 
quied no Anfwer at ail. 


A Dvertifements are taken in by J. Matthers 
in Pilluagtom-—Cours in Littles Brisain. 
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Yefterday was publif'd, — 
N Effay upon Government, wherein the Re- 
pudlican Schem.s Reviv’d by Mr. Lock, and 
Dr. Blackhali, &c. are plainly confidered, and 
refuted, price 1s. Printed for G. Sawbredge in 
Little Britain. 


OL? England ; or, the Government of Eng- 
land prov’d to 52 Monarchical and Heredita- 
rv, by the Fundamental Laws of England, by 
the Auchorities of Lawyers, Hiftorians, and Dit 
vines; aad Allegiance ro be due to the King, not 
onl br the Laws Eccletiaftical amd Civil, but by 


.the Laws of God and Nature; and that neither 


the Pope, nor ang o.ht Power, upon’ any Pre- 
fence wnatfoever, can abtulve the Subjects of Eng- 
land from their Oaths and Allegiance ro ther 
King. Ina Letter to g R-former. With am Ap- 
pendix. rice 23. od. 
Lately Published, 

Ls Englith and Foreign : Gontaining the Hi- 

ftory of che moft Mluftrious Perfons of our 
own and other Nations. trom the Year 1559, to 
the Year 1590. By feveral Hands ; whohave been 
ailifted in the Work with many private Memoirs. 
Ia two Volumes inj3ve. The Engtith Lives are, 
Uillam Lord Bidego, Sir Walter Ralagi, George 
Duke of Su-kingbum, Marquefs of. Mantrojs, Olinger 
Cromzel?, Dike of Samilton, General Blake, Duke 
Of Ahem lé' Batt of Shafrury, Duke of Monmmonth, 
Printed for %. Tosk  arzhe Middle-Temple Gatz 
iD ectedeeet, and 4&4 Davy, at the Black-Bull in 
Corme' , and told by J. Nuss, nvar Stationers Hall, 


THs Earl of Shaftsdury’s Cafe upon the Habeas 
Cor-we Aets with the Argurtients of the Coui- 
sil Legrned.ia the Law, and che Retohition of ‘all 
the Judges echercupen ; which may be of ufc to fe- 
ver, and 2 fagifastivn ce,all in the CafeoP sfldy 
ard White, Price. Printed for Geo. Sawbdridge, 
at the Thrice Fhower-dé-Luces in LittleBritain. 


die Batel-s, A Poem. Qn the late Succeffes 
_ oF Her Majetts o Arms by Sea and Land. 
Pri ted for fybmeWrnoarSrattroners-ILall; 106. 
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Lately Publithed 
he to Pets le nee ers 
P ti their Dut Yo : 
dition aeoes ocket Sereaity wherein the 
are concerned, as well as the Laity,. if nor 
and £ am afraid of them coo much. 
Cock, a Presbycer of the Church of 
Printea fot G. Sawbridge, at the Three | 

doLuces in Little-Britain, 1705. 


Lately Publithed, 

THe Englith-Nun : Or, a Comical Deferj 

tion of a Nunnery. With the Lives and Is 

trigues of the Priefts and Nuns, Written 

Englith Lady, who Retided near Twelve } 

in a Nunnery at Bruffels. The Second Editior 

with Additions by the fame Hand, Printed i 

the Year, 1705. * a 
_ Jult Publithed ee 

HE Ballance; or, A New Teft of che Hich- 

Fiiers of all Sides: Reimg a Short View of | 

the Rife of our Prefent. Factions: With a New 


Hiftory of Pailive-Ohedience, and a Propofal « 
a Bill againft Occafional Conformity, that ma 
Pafs both Houfts. | 


There is now publith'd, . 
THE Ax laid to the Root of the Tree sor, a 
Difcourfe wherein the Anabaptifts Mabey 
and Miniftry are Examin’d and Difprovy'd, thea 
Arguments for it Refuted at large, their Grounds 
of Separation fronrtheChurch of England demon 
trated to be Slanders; and che Matter of then 
mo jufty retorted upon thenifélves, as -aleoge. 
ther inconfiftent with the Notion of a Chriftia 
Church, and fa creating a Confkang and Indehi- 
ble Prejudice sane maimunion with them. 
Wherein likewife the Unuty of the Church, and 
Evangelical Priefhood ate afferted againft them 
and all other Sectaries. of whatfoever Denomina 
tion. Printed for G. Sawbridge in Little Britait, 
1799 
Newly Publith'd, 4 
T E Firft and Second. Parts of the Loguits.: 
Or Chancery Painted ta the Lift, and the 
Laws of Engtand try'd itt Forma Panperis. ~~ 


6 d.eath. 
Juk Publitha 4 
TH State of the Cafe berween Athby and 
White in the Houfe of Comnrons, relating 
to the Ailesbury Election. With the Argunygnts 
made ufe of by Sir Humphrey Mackwerth. ime 
partially Fxamin’d and Conlider'd. Together 
with the-Ancient and Fundamental Right of Pn 
gitth Parliamencs. Dedicated to my Lord Chief 
Juftice Holt. occation'd by his late Incomparable 
Speech in the Queen’s-Bench, the laft Day af 
Term whenehe Adlesbury Blectors mov'd char 
Couer for a | Labeas Corpus, 


